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B RIEFS
CSPCL Chairman
chairs meeting
with BoDs
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

CSPCL Chairman Subrat
Sahoo conducted a meeting
with the Board of Directors
(BoDs) of Chhattisgarh State
Power Companies Limited
(CSPCL) here on Thursday.
The meeting was attended
by Additional Chief
Secretary (Finance) Amitabh
Jain, CSPDCL MD
Mohammad Qaiser
Abdulhaque and CSPTCL
MD Ashok Kumar.
The meeting focused on
various significant issues
pertaining to distribution,
transmission, generation
and holding companies.
Apart from the infrastructure development,
discussions were also held
to fill vacant posts in these
companies. Here, stress was
laid upon making provisions
for direct recruitment apart
from acceptance of
amendments made by State
Government on pension
rules. In the infrastructure
development, discussions
were held for construction
of EHT sub-stations, expansion of EHT transmission
lines and strengthening the
transmission infrastructure
across State.
The Chairman also
directed to seriously comply
with the directives and
guidelines issued by the
State Government on
COVID-19 pandemic.

Chief Minister launches ‘cghaat’
■ The portal ‘cghaat’ is
prepared by CHiPS
■ Presently, this service is
available in Raipur only,
but within 1-2 days,
the facility will be
available in other major
cities of State
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

CHIEF Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Thursday launched online
delivery website for fruits
and vegetables - ‘cghaat’
(http://cghaat.in).
With the launch of this
website, people can use this
portal for home delivery of fruits
and vegetables during this
lockdown period.
Present on the occasion were
Agriculture Minister Ravindra
Choubey, Principal Secretary
(School Education) Alok Shukla
and other officials.
It is worth mentioning here
that for prevention and control
of COVID-19 pandemic, the
Centre has extended lockdown in
the country till May 3.
However, permission for
opening fruits and vegetable
shops has been given during this
lockdown period, but in order to
comply with the principles of
social
distancing,
State
Government has made arrangements so that people can order
online and get fruits and vegetables delivered at their door-step.
The portal has been prepared

‘Sanskrit should
be mandatory for
CBSE IX, X’
RAJYA Sabha Member
Chhaya Verma wrote a letter
to Union Minister for
Human Resource
Development (HRD)
Ramesh
Pokhriyal
Nishank,
demanding to
make Sanskrit
language as
Chhaya
mandatory
Verma
subject for
CBSE IX and X.
In the letter, Chhaya Verma
said that Sanskrit language
should be made as compulsory subject in IX and X.
CBSE is neglecting
Sanskrit language in school.
Sanskrit is an ancient language and so it needs to be
made mandatory subject for
IX and X that will be helpful
to promote Sanskrit.

BJP suggests measures
to fight COVID-19
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel launching the ‘cghaat’ portal. Agriculture Minister Ravindra Choubey and
senior officials look on. The websit page of ‘cghaat’.
by CHiPS which is called ‘cghaat’.
Fruits and vegetable vendors who
want to cater through this
website can get themselves
registered.
On getting approval from the
respective District Collector, the
vendors can order online and
deliver the same. This facility is
being provided to vendors free of
cost. People interested on online
procurement of fruits and
vegetables can get themselves
registered
in
website
http://cghaat.in free of cost and
place orders online.
The rates of fruits and vegetables will be displayed on the
website and if the purchasing
value is over Rs 150, the delivery
will be free of cost as well. SMS
notification and order tracking
facility has been given in
the website.
Facility of online registration
for complaint has been given.
Presently, the service from this
portal is available in capital
Raipur only, but within 1-2 days,
the facility will be available in

‘cghaat’ fails to take orders
even hrs after its launch
THE ‘http://cghaat.in’, an online portal launched by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel for the convenient of people staying home
during the lockdown period, proves to be much touted about
nothing. State Government has launched this online portal so
that people can place their order for vegetables, milk and other
essential goods online and subsequently, get it delivered at
their door-step.
Unfortunately, hours after the launch of the portal, it was reported by many people from Raipur district that they could not even
place their order.
Besides, Government promises home delivery of other products like grocery, clothes, honey, forest produce,
eggs etc. with an offer of free home delivery on buying of goods
worth Rs 150 or above.
The Government has also promised to extend this service to
other major cities of State within a day or two. People questioned
the preparedness of State Government before launching of the
online portal. Agriculture Minister Ravindra Choubey was also
present during the launching.
other major cities of State.
Along with fruits and
vegetables, products like milk,

eggs, honey, forest produce,
clothes, grocery items, etc will be
added very soon.

Free washable masks distributed
■ Staff Reporter
ARANG, Apr 16

CRPF contributes
100 quintals of rice
GOING beyond their call of
duty, Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) 211th
Battalion personnel
contributed 100 quintals of
rice in the emergency relief
material bank.
On behalf of the
personnel, CRPF Inspector
General Prakash D handed
over the rice stock to
Dr S Bharathi Dasan.
After handing over the
relief material transported
on two mini trucks at
Budhapara Indoor Stadium,
CRPF IG A H Ansari stated
on his small initiative, CRPF
personnel spared out money
from their salary to procure
100 quintal rice. He stated
that this is only the
beginning and they will not
back down if the nation
needs them.
On the occasion,
Emergency Food Supply
Arrangement Nodal Officer
Dr Gaurav Kumar Singh
expressed gratitude to the
CRPF personnel for their
initiative, saying they are
always a source of inspiration for youths of the nation.
Raipur Collector also conveyed thankfulness to the
CRPF personnel. He said
youths are always attracted
to the bravery of CRPF and
the magnanimity shown by
them in the time of national
crisis is commendable.
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RAIPUR: Colonies of Veer Shivaji Ward-16, Khamtarai is being
sanitised on the initiative of Ward President Ravi Rao. Ward former
President Hitendra Sahu, Block President Daulal Sahu, former Block
President Suman Chaterjee, MLA representative Vikas Verma,
Chhotu Yadav, Manoj Sarthi, Santosh Nishad and others actively
participated during the sanitisation.

IN a unique concept, the people
of Bhilai village planned to
distribute washable mask free
among the people to save them
from the deadly coronavirus.
The washable masks were
stitched by Women Self Help
Groups and local ladies after
personally contributing in
purchasing of cloth, thread,
elastic and other materials.
The women who took the
responsibility of stitching the
masks handed over 500 masks to
R K Sahu.
Later, he visited each house
and explained the safety from
coronavirus, proper use of mask,

Man held for assaulting builder
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

builder that Fazal Khan was openly flouting the lockdown rules. Khan often
roams outside freely and gathered crowd.
PANDRI Police arrested one Fazal
They tried to reason with him,
Khan for assaulting a builder with
but Fazal didn’t listen. On
a knife and for violation of proThursday, builder Ankit (32), also
hibitory orders on Tuesday.
tried to implore Fazal Khan not
Khan attacked the victim Ankit
to violate the rules, but stubborn
Khandelwal when he tried to perFazal didn’t budge.
suade him not to wander outside
The argument between the two
home or gather a crowd.
Mohammad
soon heated and turned violent
According to the police, Fazal
Fazal Khan
as Fazal stabbed Ankit, which
Khan (32), is a resident of Dubey
sustained three stab wounds in
Colony at Mowa. Victim
Khandelwal, who is a builder, had built the the stomach and chest.
Later, Fazal was arrested and produced
colony with around 60 families residing
in the Court, where his bail plea was
there currently.
These families had complained with the rejected before lodging him into Jail.

Volunteers of Sant Nirankari
Mandal, Raipur helping needy

Volunteers of Sant Nirankari Mandal Raipur helping needy people in Raipur.
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

VOLUNTEERS of Sant Nirankari Mandal
(SNM), Raipur branch have provided
food materials to the needy people, hit
by the nationwide lockdown.
Convener of the SNM, Raipur branch
Gurubaksha informed that the SNM in
association with local administration has
distributed food materials worth
Rs 3 lakh among the needy in different

areas of Raipur city. It may be mentioned
here that 300 branches of SNM are providing help to needy across the country.
SNM Delhi headquarters donated
Rs 5 crore to PM-CARES Fund. Besides, the
SNM donated to four states in Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund to help state governments to fight COVID-19 pandemic.
The SNM provided Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) worth around Rs 1.5 crore
to Delhi Government for containment of
coronavirus outbreak, he added.

Free masks being distributed to
locals of Bhilai village.
washing hands with soap and
maintaining social distancing
from outsiders.
Head of the village, health
workers and social workers who
significantly contributed in the
stitching and free distribution of
masks were lauded by the eminent persons of the village.

BHARATIYA Janata Party (BJP)
has submitted a 13-point memorandum to Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel urging him to
seriously consider the points
mentioned in the memorandum
so that the relief works initiated
by State Government reaches to
the beneficiaries.
The memorandum stated that
when the whole world is fighting
against COVID-19 pandemic, the
problem of earning livelihood has
emerged as another problem
before people. The poor is derived
of daily requirements. Under such
situation, various NGOs, political parties including BJP is carrying out relief works which are
providing great relief to poor.
The memorandum further stated that in this hour of crisis State
Government and Administration
should gear itself and work with
more promptness.
Accordingly, BJP has suggested that the government machinery is not able to cater to needy
residing in interior parts of city,
townships and villages.
Under such crisis situation,
NGOs, social organisations,
religious groups play a great role
and in various parts of country
serving the humanity. Such
organisations
should
be
encouraged and felicitated.
However, it is unfortunate that
State Government, instead of
giving them opportunity and
encouragement, they are being
stopped from working through
government orders. Instead of
asking them to work independently, they are being asked to
submit relief materials to government. Issuing of such orders
is highly unfortunate and should
be withdrawn immediately.
It seems that the Congress gov-

ernment after taking relief materials from these organisations
wants to make it a medium of its
political propaganda, as it is
evident from the pictures on
packets of relief materials being
distributed. Printing pictures of
political leaders on these packets not only looks funny, but also
plays with the self respect of poor.
State Government has directed all Corporators of Municipal
Corporation to deposit Rs 1 lakh
from their local area development fund with the respective
Municipal Commissioner, which
is unfortunate.
State
Government
has
announced that it is giving two
quintals of rice to every village
panchayat so as to ensure that
no one sleeps hungry.
Unfortunately,
State
Government is charging against
the allocation of this rice quota.
Also complaints have been
received that in many places
rotten food-grains have been
distributed. State Government
should take immediate action
and replace these materials with
good materials.
It has been noticed that principles of social distancing and
lockdown is being violated in
vegetable markets and other
public places.
State Government should
ensure strict compliance of
lockdown. It is also being anticipated that the State Government
wants to open liquor shops in
this hour of crisis. If liquor shops
are opened it would not only violate social distancing, but also
create many more problems.
Hence, till lockdown continues,
liquor shops shouldn’t be opened.
The BJP also outlined many
more suggestions so as to ensure
that State Government effectively carries out its fight against
COVID-19 pandemic.

DGP Awasthi suspends 3 constables
involved in liquor smuggling
RAIPUR, Apr 16

DIRECTOR General of Police
(DGP) D M Awasthi on Thursday
suspended three constables with
immediate effect for their involvement in illicit liquor smuggling.
According to the reports,
Mungeli Police had intercepted

a Bolero car and recovered 53
litres of illicit liquor.
In this incident, police found
constables as Pawan Gandharva,
Lokesh Rajput and Rajendra
Kumar Yadav involved in the
smuggling. DGM Awasthi suspended the trio and ordered for
their immediate arrest.
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Columbia students
aware people
about coronavirus
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

STUDENTS of Columbia
Group of Institutions have
taken special initiatives to
spread message on impact
of deadly COVID-19 and
safety measures through
different mediums from
their native places.
This concept by students
of 6th semester diploma
courses of engineering
branch along with fourth
and sixth semester students
of B Pharmacy was
praiseworthy.
The special activities of
students performed by
maintaining social distancing got highlighted. Masks
as well as sanitisers were
also distributed in
the villages.
Management of the
institution appreciated the
students for creating
awareness on coronavirus
and urged them to continue
with the social service.

CKC contributes
Rs 4,54,611 to
CM’s Relief Fund

CityLine

Social worker Arun
saves life of child
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

A SOCIAL worker Arun
Chhabra saved the life of
a child suffering from
Thalassemia by arranging
blood transfusion amidst
the lockdown.
Public Issue Social
Foundation Chairman Nitin
Bhansali informed that
Bhatapara resident
Arun Chhabra set an
exemplary act of humanity
by supporting the
ailing kid named
Pranjal Yadu, a resident of
village Madhuban.
Bhansali stated due to
lockdown, family of the
child was extremely worried
as he requires regular blood
transfusion to stay alive.
As Chhabra was informed
about the situation, he readily came for help. Bhansali
said that he was proud of
Chhabra for showing magnanimity and empathy.
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CAIT objects Maha, Odisha govts notification Muslim Samaj donates
allowing e-commerce companies to trade food packets for needy
■ Ministry of Home
Affairs guidelines are
clear for e-commerce
to deal only in
essential commodities
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

CONFEDERATION of All India
Traders (CAIT) has highly
objected to the notifications of
Maharashtra
and
Odisha
Government allowing e-commerce companies to trade into
non-essential commodities.
Apart from objection to the
notification in a communication
to Union Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal, CAIT has termed
it as much against the guidelines
of the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) released on
April 15, 2020.
Such moves of the governments
and preparedness of e-commerce
companies to begin their operations from April 21, 2020 for all

kind of goods shall tantamount
to create an uneven level playing
field and will give rise to
unnecessary conflicts.
CAIT has demanded that the
Union Government immediately
advise
the
Government
of
Maharashtra
and
Odisha to withdraw the
said notification not
being in the line with the
guidelines of MHA.
CAIT has sent similar communications to Home Minister
Amit Shah, Minister of State for
Commerce Hardeep Puri, Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla and DPIIT
Secretary Gurudas Mohapatra.
National President of CAIT
B
C
Bhartia,
National
Vice-President Amar Parwani and
Secretary General Praveen
Khandelwal said that at a time
when the entire nation is jointly
fighting against COVID-19.
Being the responsible citizen
of the country, the trade body
does not want to rake up

any
controversy
because
‘Nation Before Self’ is its guiding
slogan as of now.
However, if the e-commerce
companies are allowed to trade
in all kinds of commodities
and restrictions on brick
and mortar shops to
remain under lockdown is unfair for the
trading community.
The retail section is
playing significant role
at this hour of crisis by keeping operational supply chain of
essential commodities, they
added.
Both Bhartia and Khandelwal
said that MHA guidelines issued
on April 15 for the second
lockdown period, the Clause 13
(i) clearly states that e-commerce
companies
can
conduct
online delivery of essential
items only.
However, it’s unfortunate that
Odisha and Maharashtra governments have misinterpreted
the notification and issued orders

to e-commerce for delivery of all
kinds of goods including
electronics. In fact, the Odisha
Government issued their guidelines on April 13, much before the
guidelines issued by the Union
Home Ministry.
The trade leader duo also
emphasised that at a time when
all other shops except essential
items are under lockdown,
then how e-commerce portals
will be able to deliver the
non-essential goods.
Since
they
are
pure
market place and not allowed to
own any inventory, and the
traders registered with them as
sellers won’t be in a position to
deliver their goods due to
lockdown. If still, the e-commerce
portals are delivering goods that
effectively mean that they are not
the market place and holding
inventory much against the
FDI policy of Government. So
necessary action may be taken
immediately against such e-commerce companies, they added.

■ Staff Reporter
ARANG, Apr 16

MUSLIM Samaj of Arang
donated 50 food packets for
extending help to the labourers
and poor families affected from
the impact of lockdown.
The food packets were
handed over local Municipal
Council through ‘Donation on
Wheels’ in the presence of
Sub Divisional Officer (SDO) of
Arang Vinayak Sharma here
on Thursday.

■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

Sarpanch Nand Kumar Yadav, Dy Sarpanch Ghanshyam Verma and
others handing over cheque of Rs 1 lakh to Arang SDO on Thursday.
■ Staff Reporter
ARANG, Apr 16

RESIDENTS of Tekari village
coming under Arang assembly
constituency deposited a cheque
of Rs 1 lakh in the Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund here on Friday.
The amount was collected from
the local residents so as to be
used for providing relief to the
COVID-19 affected people.
Sub Divisional Officer (SDO) of
Arang Vinayak Sharma deposited the cheque in CMRF. Apart
from praising the locals of Tekari,
the SDO lauded the efforts of
Branch In-charge of Central
Co-operative Bank Tezpal Singh
Thakur and the staff members
for issuing first for the CMRF from
the branch.
The Tekari (Kunda) village
consists of 300 families who
planned to support the people
impacted from the coronavirus.
A special meeting of the resi-

dents was called and President
of the local Gramin Sabha
Hulasram Verma, Vice-President
Chedan Verma, Treasurer Ashok
Nayak, Sarpanch Nand Kumar
Yadav, Dy Sarpanch Ghanshyam
Verma,
former
Sarpanch
Ramanand Patel, Ganesh Lahre
and other eminent persons of the
village were apprised of the fund
collection drive.
The residents showed keen
interest to support for the noble
cause and collected money from
all residents. Different active
committees, women self help
groups and social organisations
also extended financial support.
Gram Sabha and families residing in the nearby forested patch
also wholeheartedly supported
the iniative and donated amount
based on their capacity.
Later, a cheque of Rs 1 lakh
collected was handed over to SDO
for depositing in the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund.

CHHATTISGARH Legislative
Assembly Speaker Dr Charan Das
Mahant visited All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
Raipur on Thursday and enquired
about the recovery of COVID-19
positive patients from Katghora.
Dr Mahant is continuously in
contact with Korba Collector and
other senior officials while
keeping the track with the
progress of these patients.
Dr Mahant also discussed the
preparations and treatment being
extended to COVID-19 positive

Speaker Dr Charan Das Mahant along with AIIMS Director
Dr Nitin M Nagarkar while holding the discussion.

Mungeli YC President
expelled for 6 years

The delegation of Muslim
Samaj said that everyone should
jointly come forward to help the
needy people during the
COVID-19 pandemic and the
Samaj will further extend
support based on requirements.
President of Municipal Council
Chandrashekhar Chandrakar,
Vice-President Nursing Sahu,
Chief Municipal Council Officer
Saurabh Sharma, Sub Engineer
Manish Swarnkar along with
corporators and other eminent
personalities were also present.

patients with AIIMS Director
Dr Nitin M Nagarkar and also
assured him of all kinds of assistance from State Government.
Dr Mahant later stated that the
whole world is fighting the
COVID-19 pandemic, as lakhs of
people are infected and
thousands have lost their lives.
The condition of State is much
better in comparison to other
states in country. He said, due to
effective measures taken by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel, Health
Minister T S Singhdeo as well as
doctors and medical fraternity
here, 17 patients have recovered
and discharged from hospital.

Arang Cong Committee distributes masks

■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

ON the instruction of Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Committee (CPCC) President Mohan
Markam, Chhattisgarh Pradesh Yuva Congress
(CPYC) President Purnachand Koko Padhi has
on Thursday expelled Youth Congress Mungeli
District President Rahul Singh after a criminal
offence was charged against him.
CPCC Chief Spokesman Sushil Anand Shukla
confirmed that Mungeli Youth Congress District
President Rahul Singh has been expelled from
the Congress party for six years after he was
allegedly arrested on charges of selling illicit
liquor in Madhya Pradesh.
Rahul Singh is the son of Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Mahila Congress Vice-President Maya Singh.

A old lady wearing the mask in Arang.
■ Staff Reporter
ARANG, Apr 16

BLOCK
Committee

of

Congress
Arang

distributed masks among
the local public under the
directives
of
Urban
Administration Minister Dr
Shivkumar Dahariya here on

Thursday. The masks were
mainly distributed to the
women and were also
appraised on the safety
aspects
from
the
Coronavirus.
The mask distribution
team consisted of Zila
Congress Committee Raipur
(Rural) Udho Ram Verma,
President of Block Congress
Committee
(Arang)
Komal
Singh
Sahu,
President of Municipal
Council Chandrashekhar
Chandrakar, President of
Sahar Congress Committee
(Arang) Abdul Kadir, corporators, alderman and party
workers were present in large
number on the occasion.

CKAF strongly condemns attack on health
workers, demands action against culprits
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

RAIPUR: Architects fraternity of Chhattisgarh, IIA Chhattisgarh Chapter office-bearers handing over a
cheque bearing Rs 1.11 lakh to District Collector Dr S Bharathi Dasan for Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.
Navin Sharma, Raj Prajapati, Manish Pilliwar, Atul Deshpande and Saurabh Rahatgaonkar were
present on the occasion and they thanked the member of IIA, Raipur Centre, Durg-Bhilai Centre and
Bilaspur Sub-centre for their contribution.

CHHATTISGARH Karmchari
Adhikari Federation (CKAF) has
strongly condemned attack on
health workers and misbehavior
with them, reported from
various parts of State, and
demanded stern action.
The Federation has sent a
demand letter urging for taking
action against the people
attacking health staff and
employees
giving
selfless
services to cure corona patients,

Health Special Secy inspects urban areas in Katghora
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

A TEAM comprising of senior
officials including Special
Secretary (Health) Dr C R
Prasanna and OSD (Health)
Bhoskar Vilas Sandeepan carried
out inspection in urban areas of
Katghora in Korba district.
Katghora had become a
COVID-19 hotspot as 24
positive cases were reported
from here. During the inspection,
the senior officials reviewed the
preparations made for prevention
and COVID-19 pandemic.
The officials also reviewed the
security arrangements made for
strict compliance of complete
lockdown in both containment
and buffer zone areas in Katghora.
He appealed the people to remain

Muslim Samaj members donating food packets through
‘Donation on Wheels’ on Thursday.

Residents of Tekari village Speaker visits AIIMS, Raipur; enquires about +ve patients
donate in CM’s Relief Fund

■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

Chhattisgarh KISAAN
Congress (CKC) has
contributed Rs 4,54,611
to Chief Minister’s Relief
Fund (CMRF) to help State
Government to fight with
COVID-19 pandemic.
President of Kisaan
Congress Chhattisgarh and
In-charge General of CPCC
Chandrashekhar Shukla
wrote a letter to Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
and informed him that the
Kisaan Congress contributed the above amount
to the CMRF.
The amounts were donated by the leaders of the
Kisaan Congress. Shukla
assured that the party leaders are being motivated to
contribute to CMRF.
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Health Special Secretary Dr C R Prasanna instructing the officials.
in their houses during this
period as this is the only measure along with social distancing
by which we can stop
spreading of coronovirus.
It is worth mentioning here
that after 24 people reported

COVID-19
positive
from
Katghora, it has become
COVID-19 hotspot and after
identifying infected areas,
containment and buffer zones
have been defined. Accordingly,
movement has been banned

completely. During the inspection, the Special Secretary
(Health) directed police personnel to keep strict vigil and to take
strict action against those found
guilty for non-compliance of
lockdown. The activities of
people during lockdown period
are being monitored through
drone cameras and bike
patrolling. The Special Secretary
also
sought
information
regarding preventive measures
to control COVID-19 infection as
well as its treatment from
Chief Health and Medical Officer
and also directed to carry out
re-sampling of all people who
have came in direct contact with
COVID-19 positive cases, on
completion of their 14-day
quarantine period. He also
directed to lay special emphasis

on saving health personnel, police
personnel as well as officials and
employees of other departments
from getting infected.
The Special Secretary also laid
thrust upon carrying out contact
tracing exercise and said
that assistance should be taken
from panchayat officials as well
as people residing in close vicinity.He also directed the officials
to identify private hospitals and
make necessary arrangements in
such hospitals under quarantine
back-up plan for emergency
situations. He also visited the
COVID-19 hospital in Korba and
reviewed its progress. He held
discussions
with
officials
of ambulance services, cold chain
maintaining, bio-medical waste
management
and
issued
necessary directives.

putting their own lives at risk.
Federation convener Kamal
Verma said that the copy of the
letter has also been sent to the
Additional Chief Secretary,
Home Department and Director
General of Police, Chhattisgarh.
The Federation has also
mentioned in the letter that as
to how nurses were caring a
newborn in the AIIMS.
Federation State Spokesperson
Vijay Kumar Jha and B P Sharma
and Assistant Spokesperson
Sanjay Singh said that the
Federation has highlighted the

pain and struggle of health staffers
who are giving their hundred
per cent to treat corona positive
cases. Similarly, the Federation
condemned misbehavior with
police personnel who are working round the clock for the
safety of people.
Federation office-bearers said
that Patwari Ramlal Salam in
Orchha block of Narayanpur,
Health Employee Ramkumar
Dinkar from Raigarh, and a
sample collection team of
Raipur had difficult times due to
nuisance created by the people.

BSF sets up ‘Disinfectant Chamber’
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

IN an attempt to check the
spread of COVID-19 pandemic
and protect its personnel from the
infection, Bhilai-based Regional
Headquarters of Border Security
Force (BSF) has set up a
‘Disinfectant Chamber’.
The cost effective chamber
set up by using limited resources
will protect BSF personnel
reaching Regional Headquarters
in Bhilai as well as Regional
Frontier Headquarters (special
operation), Chhattisgarh from
the contagious disease.
As a person enters the manually operated ‘Disinfectant
Chamber’ installed in the
headquarters, it creates fog of
sanitiser through a electrically
supported pump.

A BSF trooper undergoing
sanitisation process.
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Nagpura villagers
donate Rs 20,000
to CM relief fund
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Help from all corners pours in for needy People hesitate to

buy coolers, ACs amid
coronavirus pandemic

2

■ Staff Reporter
DURG, Apr 16

THE villagers of Nagpura
have donated Rs 20,000 in
the Chief Minister Relief
Fund for helping the needy
amid the COVID-19 pandemic. In order to extend
helping hand to the needy
during the ongoing COVID19 lockdown, some of the
villagers decided to collect
money and donate it to
the Government.
The cheque of Rs 20,000
was handed over by them to
the Sub Divisional
Magistrate (SDM) Khemlal
Verma. They said that they
strongly felt helping the
needy in the adverse circumstances created due to
the Coronavirus disease and
hence made the donation.
They also said that even the
slightest of contributions
made by the people can
prove to be of much help for
lakhs of poor and underprivileged, making it easy
for the Government too
for continuing their
fight against the
infectious disease.

■ Staff Reporter
BHILAI, Apr 16
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Digital training
session organised
by HRDC, BSP
■ Some of the
traditional as well
as new aspects of
communication including do’s and
don’ts were
covered by Saurabh
Banwar, CEO,
Blend Global
■ Staff Reporter
BHILAI, Apr 16

THE Digital Training session
was organised by the
Human Resources
Development Cell of Bhilai
Steel Plant in association
with Blend Global Learning
and Development.
Management Trainees under
different streams - Finance,
Law, Fire Services,
Administration (HR & MM
both) were the target group.
Two days prior to the
actual session, the profile of
the participants was
mapped through a pretraining survey. One day
before the session they were
given a 28-page document
on the subject to be prepared for the digital session.
The session was attended by
the Management Trainees
on Zoom platform. The
programme was well
received, with lots of interactive activities and hands
on experience.
Polls and quizzes held
intermittently were helpful
in providing a quick refresh
of the session. Some of the
traditional as well as new
aspects of communication including do’s and don’ts
were covered by Saurabh
Banwar, CEO, Blend Global.
Senior officers of HRD-BSP
too joined the session
as observers.
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BHILAI: 1) Amid lockdown, the volunteers from Ge
Foundation including Director Pradeep Pillai, Sanjay
Mishra, Suresh Kumar, Paurush Awasthi, Khusbhoo
Agarwal, Gayatri Goswami, Soniya Khatri, Thomson
Gaur, Shriram Rajput, Damini Deshmukh, Sushma
Mishra, Shreyash Kumar, Mridul Shukla, Pooja
Tiwari, Prakash Deshmukh, Ankita Mishra and others have distributed
foodstuff and relief package to underprivileged
families and migrant labourers at Dhamda, Durg. 2)
Members from the Bhilai Naari Swacchta Abhiyan
Team visited at various slum areas in Bhilai and distributed face mask, foodstuff and other essentials to
needy and homeless people. Among the contributors were Rupa Sahu,
Ruhi Sahu, Babita Sahu, Ritu Tamrakar, Rajni
Rajjak, Sikha Sahu, Anju Sahu, Vimla Rai and
others along with media coordinator,
Chhtrapal Sahu. 3) The proprietor of Heavy
Transport Co. Hathkhoj Bhilai, Indrajeet Singh and
others have donated 4,000 Kgs of rice, 2,000
Kgs of pulses and foodstuff for distributing it among
needy .

DUE to outbreak of COVID-19
and fear amongst population to
come in contact of this infection
by cool air, an annual ‘cool’ visitor has still not arrived in households of twin cities (Bhilainagar
as well as Durg).
Generally, by last week of
March, majority of homes either
install water coolers or start to
operate air conditioners to beat
scorching heat. But lockdown and
fear of coronavirus has stopped
cool relief in many households.
People are still hesitating to purchase or install room coolers
as well as air conditioners to
get some relief from rising
temperature.
It is learnt that, with electrical
shops closed as well as
movement of electricians also
restricted, old cooler panels
continue to gather dust while
new ones still remain locked in
the showrooms.
Arun Sharma, who is dealer of
coolers said, “Almost 75% of the
cooler sales happen between
mid-March to May. Dealers have
already stocked inventory in
March, but due to lockdown no
sales are happening. If we open
in May, sales season may be salvaged else inventory will spill over
to next year. This way, manufacturers will take a hit in 2021 as

File photo
well,” he added.
Demand for coolers is high as
ever with calls coming from customers, who are panicking due
the extended lockdown and rising temperatures. Even manufacturers of local coolers are
receiving calls directly from desperate customers. An electrician
who specialises in cooler installations told that select customers
are being serviced discreetly. “We
usually go early in the morning
and only to individual homes,
not apartments,” told Ashish Puri,
an electrician.
Niranjan Paul, an AC dealer,
said, “Many customers are awaiting repairs. On an average, we get
five calls daily asking for repairman to be sent for servicing. We
know they are in trouble, but there
is nothing which can be done,”
he added.

Water misery of Durg residents ends NSS volunteers distribute free masks
■ Staff Reporter
DURG, Apr 16

■ Staff Reporter
DURG, Apr 16

RESIDENTS of Durg city suffered
a lot in their homes amid the
COVID-19 lockdown as the water
supply remained affected on
the second consecutive day
on Thursday.
However, the water supply
finally resumed in the evening
and people heaved a sigh of relief.
The delay in fixing the fault in the
sub-station has exposed the tall
claims of the corporation of
remaining vigilant to act swiftly
in emergency. Meanwhile, Durg
(Urban) MLA Arun Vora
and Mayor Dhiraj Bakliwal who
visited the sub-station had
also expressing discontentment
and issued necessary directives
to the officials.
It is worth mentioning that
owing to some technical errors,

THE National Service Scheme
Unit of Government Vishwanath
Yadav Tamaskar Postgraduate
Autonomous College, Durg,
requested people to stay in house
while making and distributing
masks at various places.
At first NSS Programme Officer
Professor Janendra Kumar
Dewangan and the volunteers
made people aware about corona virus infection by providing
masks to fruit and vegetable
vendors who are moving around
the railway station of Durg
and also told them to maintain
social distancing.
After that the volunteers waited in front of the college and provided mask to those passerby who
did not have masks and made
them aware to use it. The

Mayor and MLA conducting inspection.
the transformer of the intake
well’s sub-station on Shivnath
river bank had stopped working
on Wednesday while the transformer on standby could not be
deployed in service due to lack
of proper maintenance.
Subsequently, water supply

was affected in different wards
of the city and the Mayor and
MLA had reprimanded the officials during their inspection visits. Sources said that the transformer in reserve was not serviced for a long time and was even
out of oil.

BMC, BSP continue fumigation in Steel City
■ Staff Reporter
BHILAI, Apr 16

AS A preventive measure to combat COVID-19 pandemic, the
Bhilai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) and the Public Health
Department of Bhilai Steel Plant
have been continuing fumigating all nook and corner of Steel
City, Bhilai, which includes disinfecting all city streets, gullies,
hospital, health centres and
administrative offices along
with undertaking door-to-door
visits to appeal the city residents
to disinfect their homes every
day, to contain the spread of
COVID-19.
To prevent spread of COVID19 pandemic, the BMC authority and BSP management have
been initiated all possible meas-

BMC staff engaged in disinfecting residential quarters and streets.
ures to sanitise Steel City, Bhilai
on war-footing. The civic authority has started spraying disinfectant sodium hypochlorite using
spraying vehicles and boom
spray, commonly used for agricultural purposes, at all public
places in the city to prevent spread

of COVID-19.
Officials from BMC authority
have pointed that the authority
concerned have been sprayed
sodium hypochlorite, a chemical
compound of sodium cation and
hypochlorite anion, while phenyl
are being sprayed in residential

quarters. Moreover, sanitary
worker under supervision of officials from Fire Department have
been started spraying disinfectant
using hose pipes on the streets.
Along with extensive fogging
operations undertaken in
BSP Township area, pamphlets
and posters with message on
Do’s and Don’ts regarding COVID19 virus were distributed by PHD
of BSP.
The BSP management has been
distributed the PPEs (Personal
Protective Equipments) including sanitiser, masks, towels, soaps
to its officials, employees and
contract workers. The BSP management has been sanitising pulpits, cranes, control rooms, office
areas of different departments,
with sodium hypochlorite solution on continuous basis.

SCT distributes ration to needy Complete lockdown begins in Durg
■ Staff Reporter
DURG, Apr 16

■ Staff Reporter
DURG, Apr 16

SOCIAL service organisation Sankalp Charitable
Trust (SCT) is helping the
needy people during the
lockdown by providing
them ration that comprises of 10kg rice, one kg
pulse, one litre oil and one
packet salt.
President Kanika Jain SCT members distributing ration.
has appealed the memIt is noteworthy that for last
bers to come forward and help
the needy. In this regard, SCT dis- two years SCT is running ‘Sankalp
tributed ration to the needy at Ki Rasoi’ under this 80 to 100 peoConstruction Site slum, Junwani ple are given food daily. The trust
Road, Kohka, distributed one also gave food to 60 nurses and
month ration to about 200 fam- staff of Pulse Hospital, distribilies at Bhatgaon, fed the chil- uted sweet and tea to the policedren near Bhilai Nagar Railway men working at Supela Square.
Station, and also distributed Many people are willingly joining this noble initiative of SCT.
ration to Arpan School.

COMPLETE lockdown has come
into force in the district from 6
pm on Thursday. As soon as the
lockdown came into force, the
police administration flagged a
march on the streets of the city
and advised the people to strictly follow the rule.
A large number of police forces
led by ASP (City) Rohit Jha and
CSP, Durg Vivek Shukla marched
on the streets of the city.
Here it is not worthy that using
the powers given under the
Epidemic Act, Collector Ankit
Anand has issued an order for
imposing curfew like situation in
Durg district from April 16, and
will remain in effect till midnight
of April 19. During this period
only the essential services will be

NSS volunteers distributing mask to the needy.
Programme Officer of the student unit Dr Meena Mann said
that the volunteers of NSS are
motivating people to take precautions towards Corona through
awareness programmes in various fields. In which people are
being made aware about hand
cleaning by making announcement through loudspeaker, by
slogan writing, poster writing and
other means.

Principal of the college Dr R N
Singh said that masks are being
made by the volunteers themselves, which will be provided to
the needy people in different
areas. Among the volunteers who
enthusiastically cooperated in
these programmes are Parsmani
Verma, Shubham Sahu, Vishu
Aadil, Kamlesh Verma, Prakash
Soni, Amit Tandon, Tarun Sahu,
Kuleshwari and Priti.

Ge Foundation helps labourers
reach their native place
■ The organisation has
again pledged to help
these people after a
week. The Foundation
will help these l
abourers during
lockdown till May 3
■ Staff Reporter
DURG, Apr 16

DURING this global pandemic of
corona infection, there are many
migrant labourers who are
trapped elsewhere rather than
reaching to their native home.
On the initiative of the Durg district administration, a group of
such migrant labourers have been
reached by the social organisation Golden Empathy (GE)
Foundation. Where a group of 60
labourers in village Madesra and
50 labourers at village Deori of
Dhamdha Tehsil are trapped due
to lockdown and are unable to go
to their homes. These group of
migrant labourers engaged in ‘Eta
Bhatta’ brick manufacturing work
were also given desired help by

the GE Foundation during
Lockdown-1.
Now the Foundation has taken the initiative once again in
Lockdown-2 started from April 15.
In the presence of Durg SDM
Divya Vaishnav and Tehsildar
Ramkumar
Sonkar,
the
Foundation on Wednesday
distributed rice, pulses, flour,
oil, spices, salt, soap, potatoes,
onions and vegetables among
these labourers.
According to the Convener of
Ge Foundation Pradeep Pillai, the
organisation has again pledged
to help these people after a week.
The Foundation will help these
labourers during lockdown till
May 3.
Sanjay Mishra, Suresh Kumar,
Paurush Awasthi, Khushboo
Agarwal, Gayatri Goswami, Sonia
Khatri, Thomson Gaur, Shriram
Rajput, Damini Deshmukh,
Sushma Mishra, Shreyas Kumar,
Mridul Shukla, Pooja Tiwari,
Prakash Deshmukh and Ankita
Mishra had special support in the
distribution of this relief materials to the labourers.

Police force flag march in various parts the city after curfew comes into
force on Thursday evening.
operational and only the offices
of the central and State
Government will remain opened.
Also during this time, those
associated with essential services, like Medical Establishments,
Medical Shops, Ambulance,
Petrol Pump, Gas Agency, Media
Institute, Sewerage Treatment

Plant, Drinking Water Facility, Fire
Brigade, Telephone-Internet, Milk
Parlor, Dairy, Goods and Carrier
Services Shops in NH will only be
able to open. Strict action will be
taken against those who violate
the order. However media will be
allowed to impart its duty during
this period.

Ge Foundation members distributing essential commodities to the
labourers trapped at villager Madesra and Deori.
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72-hour clampdown begins
registered for concealing information regarding the foreign tour, 10
were booked for opening shops like Paan/Fancy Store/Grocery, 12
booked for wandering without masks, three were caught gambling,
one case was registered against a factory owner for opening his establishment in violation of the curfew, and 7 were booked for making
objectionable content viral. A total of 58 cases were registered as the
72-hour lockdown started. Raipur Police also took out a flag march
through the streets of the city before enforcement of complete lockdown. Notably, the clampdown has come in the wake of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s announcement of possible leniency in green
zones, the areas with zero COVID-19 cases, after April 20.

Police Cyber Cell warns
people of online fraud
completely prohibited. Citizens have been advised not to fall for the
advertisements on social media for the purchase of any commodity. Always be alert while buying, never make advance online payments. Contact the nearest police station on finding any such suspicious advertisements and report if duped. They can also register
an online complaint on www.cybercrime.gov.in. Such complaints
can also be lodged on DIAL 112 or Whatsapp number 9171000112.

Revenue target for 2019-20 missed

6 more discharged, 10 corona
patients remain at AIIMS

registered in the registrar and sub-registrar offices of Durg district
and the State Government which allowed registry of plots less than
0.5 dismil resulted into higher number of registries, pushing the office’s
revenue while bringing it much closer to the target. Sources said that
preparations were also being made in Registrar Office and barricades
were also erected, but after the lockdown’s extension, the authorities have been now waiting to resume working from April 22 as per
the orders.
When contacted District Registrar Kumar Bhuarya, he admitted
that the registration work has been affected and the target could have
been achieved, adding that old rates will be applicable on registries
till the orders are received. He also said that the steps have been initiated to ensure that the social distancing norm and other preventive steps are followed when the office gets opened.

After treatment 23 patients have been cured and they are under home
quarantine. It is worth mentioning that on April 14 three patients,
on April 15 six patients and on Thursday six patients were discharged
from AIIMS. In order to avoid further spread of coronavirus in State
total lockdown has been strictly implemented.
In State, 69,144 persons with inter-state and foreign travel history have been home quarantined. So far 26,411 people have completed the quarantine period. Surveillance team is monitoring the
health condition of all quarantined persons in State. They have been
advised to stay in door.
Public have been advised to strictly follow the lockdown period
and avoid moving outside the house. People have been advised to
use mask or cover face with cloth when going out of house. They
have been asked to maintain social distancing.

Seven Covid Special Express trains operated
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

SEVEN Covid Special Express
trains operated on Thursday for
transportation of essential commodities to different parts of
country during total lockdown
period. Porbandar-Shalimar
Covid Special Parcel Express has
been extended till May 4, 2020.
As per information received

from official sources train number 00871 Durg-Korba Covid
Special Parcel Express was operated on Thursday morning at
6:35 hours.
Train number 0081 Itwari-Tata
Nagar Covid Special Parcel
Express arrived at 14:00 hours.
Train 00113 CSMT-Shalimar
Covid Special Parcel Express
arrived at 20:05 hours.
Train 00882 Tata-Tiwari Covid

Special Parcel Express arrived at
12:05 hours.
Train 00114 Shalimar-CSMT
Covid Special Parcel Express
arrived at 13:15 hours, train 00874
Ambikapur-Durg Covid Special
Parcel Express arrived at 15:30
hours. Train 00872 Korba-Durg
Covid Special Parcel Express
arrived at 19:30 hours.
As per railway sources
Porbandar-Shalimar-Porbandar

express was earlier scheduled to
be operated till April 26 by Indian
Railways. Later after extension of
lockdown period it has been
extended till May 4, 2020.
Train number 00913 will depart
be operated on April 18, 20, 22,
24, 26, 28, 30 and May 2. Train
number 00914 will depart
Shalimar on April 20,22,24,26, 28,
30, May 2 and 4. It will arrive
Raipur at 11:00 hours.
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Corona! Compulsions and Strength
■ By CA Yogesh Purohit

W

Who thought a few
months before today
that life would become
something like this, everything
would stop and we would all be
living life under a bond, maybe
no one else can think like this,
yes it is definitely. In some part
of the world, this disease has
started 6 months ago, and until
this attack no one can think that
it can happen in my country.
Even in public, the thought
remains that till today it cannot
happen to me or my family
members and are not following
the lock down.
Lock Down and Economy: The
economy of any country
depends on the demand and
supply, and the balance and
imbalance of both of these keeps
the economy going in increasing and decreasing order.
Manufacturing, distribution and
reaching the end consumer and
its consumption, all these are
stalled today and consumption
has also reduced considerably,
consumption in India has
decreased for a long time due to
which the economy shows its
decreasing order for the last three
years and collapsed today;
Manufacturing Stalled!
Construction Stalled!
Distribution Channel Stalled!
Consumption reduced a lot!
(Excluding consumption of
essential commodities)
Now this sequence is definitely
completely broken, the wheel of
economy has stopped com-

pletely, which not even have satisfying speed before. The main
thing in the wheel of
market economy is
food, cloth and
house; these basic
things have been the
main need since the
beginning of human
beings and still are
today. And on this
basis, iron, cement,
minerals, food items,
clothes, and vehicles, house,
mobiles, TV , Internet which are
added to the most essential item
after food, cloth and house.
Policies of the government and
Bank works as fuel to drive economy wheels, the policies of the
bank and the government make
the money reach from the public and business to the government and again to the public
under different policies.

G UEST COLUMN
As it is well known that most
of the population of India lives
in the village and agriculture has
been the main task of India
though which was not given
much attention from government. Yes, we have always weakened them by giving them free
loans, loan waivers, not only
financially but also mentally. The
mentality of the farmer has
become that they will probably
have to remain poor. Rather, by
not allowing any government to
enable them to become competent that is a proper manu-

facturing method, distribution
method for the farmers and the
subsistence system of
the consumer, etc., on
the contrary, they
were always given a
loan waiver and
strengthened
the
middlemen.
You, as a common
man, can try to understand how the income
from the daily sale of
the shops around you has
reduced, we think that the grocery shops are earning but also
their own daily are able to sell
less than their previous sales.
It is better to know about the
daily earners and eaters that they
do not have any capital, which
they spend in this unwarranted
bad time and spread their life is
dependent only on the government, some good people.
It has to be believed that the
manufacturing, distribution system, transportation, consumption, these four wheels is stalled
and there is no such system yet.
Already banks, vehicle sales, steel
and cement sales had put the
country’s economy on a ventilator and now there is a shortage of oxygen (complete lock
down) that is now the life of the
economy is in God’s faith or
rather on a better vision plan.
Due to this lock down they will
not be able to handle the life of
the economy for very long time.
These are the moments of life
and death for the economy.
(To be contd)

Doctors inform about impact of coronavirus on cancer patients
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

RAIPUR: A sanitiser tunnel was set up to combat COVID-19 at
state Congress party office Rajiv Bhawan in Raipur. The sanitiser
tunnel was installed by Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress
Committee (CPCC) executive member Shagun Dahariya.

OBITUARY

Dulal Biswas
DULAL Biswas (84), a retired BSP employee and
resident of Adarsh Nagar, Durg passed away on
Thursday. His funeral procession will be taken
out from his residence at 9.00 am on Friday and
last rites will be performed at Sheonath River Muktidham,
Durg. He left behind his grieving family members including
sons Shankar and Sanjay.

THE Novel Coronavirus has indeed
unleashed havoc worldwide.
Old and young, healthy and
wealthy, none of the sections
of society remains untouched
from the wrath of this
forbidding pandemic.
Doctors of Balco Medical Centre,
first flagship initiative set up in
Naya Raipur, Chhattisgarh by
Vedanta Resources and Bharat
Aluminium Co Ltd (BALCO) to
contribute to the prevention of
cancer, believes that coronavirus
disease is an infectious disease,
wherein the infected patients
experience mild to moderate respiratory illness and majority of
them recover without requiring
special treatment. Older people
and those with underlying medical problems like cardiovascular
disease, diabetes, chronic respiratory disease and cancer are more
likely to develop serious illness.
Patients those who are at a higher risk are those who are undergoing active chemotherapy or having immunotherapy or other continuing antibody treatments for
cancer, patients having other tar-

Team of doctors and medical staff at Balco Medical Centre.
geted cancer treatments, which
can affect the immune system;
those having intensive radiotherapy for lung cancer or who have
had bone marrow or stem cell
transplants in the last six months,
or those who are still taking
immunosuppression drugs; and
patients with leukaemia, lymphoma or myeloma who are at
any stage of treatment.
Dr Ashish Mazumdar, Senior
Consultant and Head of the
Department of Anaesthesiology,
Critical Care, Pain and Palliative
Care, informed that cancer
patients show deteriorating conditions and poor outcomes from
the COVID-19 infection. In a recent

study published in the Annals of
Oncology, it is recommended that
cancer patients receiving antitumour treatments should have
vigorous screening for COVID-19
infection and should avoid treatments causing immune suppression or have their dosages
decreased in case of COVID-19
co-infection.
At the same time, it is not a good
idea to stop treatment for cancer.
Coronavirus and related problems
will be with humankind for the
foreseeable future and doctors
have to continue cancer treatment
with the same urgency as before.
Doctors are constantly updating
and following guidelines for man-

aging cancer in the times of
Corona, and no one is suggesting
keeping treatable cancers on
hold indefinitely.
Dr Mazumdar suggested that
patients should strictly avoid contact with someone who is displaying symptoms of COVID-19
like high temperature and/or new
and continuous cough even if they
are close family members. They
should not leave their house,
except to attend absolutely essential medical appointments.
Patients can request for an online
consultation or telephonic consultation, if not an emergency.
People with cancer should not
attend any gatherings including

small ones at home, family weddings and religious services or go
out for shopping, leisure or travel. While collecting food or medication deliveries, the parcels
should be asked to be kept at the
door to minimise contact.
Cancer can be emotionally
stressing, and in the midst of a lockdown, it is obvious that one might
start to feel apprehensive about
his/her health condition. It is
advisable to keep in touch with
family and friends via phone, internet and social media and talk
about insecurities and feelings.
Dr Jayesh Sharma, Senior
Surgical Oncologist and CMS,
informed that overarching goal of
BMC is to keep cancer patients and
staff safe while continuing to provide compassionate, high-quality care during these trying times
of pandemic and lockdown. He
believes cancer care is urgent and
should not be interrupted. Due to
interruption of transportation and
few specialised allied services, the
patients’ normal treatment routine has been definitely disrupted. However, we have tried to minimise the impact by prioritising
patient services to those who need
it the most.
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Constable killed by
suspected Naxals
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Two Naxals surrender

■ Our Correspondent
BIJAPUR, Apr 16

A POLICE personnel was
killed on Thursday by some
unidentified assailants,
who are apprehended to
be outlaws, in restive
Bijapur district.
The deceased cop has
been identified as Auxiliary
Constable Ramesh Kursam.
He was posted in Farsegarh
police station. His body was
found on outskirt of village
Farsegarh under Farsegarh
police station limits on
Thursday morning.
Some local villagers spotted the body and reported to
police. Subsequently, a team
of police personnel reached
the spot and sent the body
for post mortem.
During investigation, it
was apprehended that the
Auxiliary Constable might
have been stabbed.
Meanwhile, a handwritten
note thrown by National
Park Area Committee of
ultras was in which they had
claimed responsibility for
killing the cop, alleging him
of harassing local villagers.

Mungeli Youth
Cong President
arrested
BILASPUR, Apr 16

IN a major development,
Lormi Police arrested
Mungeli Youth Congress
District President Rahul
Singh alongwith two others
for illegally smuggling liquor
to MP through the forest
road. Police also seized the
vehicle and seized huge
quantity of liquor from their
possession. Police have registered an offence against
them and started investigations. After the total lockdown imposed by
Government, the bars and
liquor shops have been
closed till further announcement. On Wednesday night,
Superintendent of Mungeli
Police D Shravan reacting to
a specific input deployed
additional force in the
Aurapani Forest Range.
Late in the night the
sleuths intercepted a car
bearing number CG 28 J
3079. Although Rahul Singh
son of senior Congress
leader Mayarani Singh and
Police Constable Pawan
Gandharva who was with
him tried to misguide the
Police, but failed in their
efforts. Police seized about
52 litres of Indian Made
Foreign Liquor (IMFL) valuiing upto Rs 48,000 from
the car.
Two other Policemen who
were also involved in the
crime managed to give a slip
to the Patrolling team.
Khudia Police Outpost have
registered an offence
against the accused under
section 188 of IPC and 59 of
Excise Act.

SUDOKU SOLUTION

Police officials briefing to media after surrender of the outlaws.
■ Our Correspondent
SUKMA, Apr 16

FED UP with the hollow ideology of the
Maoists, exploitation, atrocities, discrimination and violence but impressed by
Surrender and Rehabilitation Policy of the
Chhattisgarh Government, two wanted
cadres including a woman surrendered
without weapons at Anti Naxal Operation
Office here on Thursday.
As per police sources, the surrendered
cadres have been identified as existing
KAMS President as well as former Jantana
Sarkar President, Arlampalli RPC Kawasi
Bhime, a resident of Polampalli area and
DAKMS President Somaru Dhurwa, a resident of Mathali area. Both were
carrying cash reward of Rs 1 lakh on their
head. Citing their disappointment with the
disillusioned Maoist policy, they surrendered
in front of Commandant Second Battalion,
CRPF Camp Headquarters Sukma Tashi
Gyalik, Additional Superintendent of
Police (Anti Naxal Ops) Siddharth Tiwari,
Second-in-Command and 2nd Battalion
CRPF, Ravi Rana.
The surrendered woman Naxalite Kawasi
Bhime was associated with the banned outfit in the year 2006 by Vetti Rama (now sur-

rendered). After joining the outfit she served
as KAMS member from year 2006 to 2012.
Later, she worked as Aralampalli
Panchayat Janatana Sarkar President under
Konta Area Committee from 2013 to 2016.
Later, due to health issues, this responsibility was entrusted to someone else.
On recovery, she again joined the banned
outfit as KAMS President. She was involved
in several Maoist activities.
Likewise, surrendered Naxal Somaru
Dhurwa was inducted in the banned outfit as a DAKMS member in the year 2015
by the woman Naxal Commander Munni,
who was active under the Kaanger Valley
Area Committee. After joining the banned
outfit, he remained active in various activities of the Maoists.
As per police, Dhurwa was also involved
in torching of three vehicles engaged in road
construction near Mahupadar.
Apart from these, he was involved in several other offences committed acting under
guidance of the Naxal Commander.
The second battalion of CRPF and its intelligence team played a crucial role in the
surrender of Somaru. Both the surrendered
outlaws will be provided assistance as per
rules under the Relief and Rehabilitation
Scheme of the Government of Chhattisgarh.

2 miscreants arrested with large
quantity of psychotropic drugs
■ Our Correspondent
KORBA, Apr 16

TWO miscreants were arrested with large
quantity of psychotropic drugs. They were
caught while looking for customers. The
action was taken by City Kotwali police.
With Article 144 being enforced the State
and total ban on the sale of liquor;
many people are now resorting to alternative intoxicants.
On the instructions of Superintendent
of Police Abhishek Meena, police have
launched a campaign against the sale of
such psychotropic substances.
In this sequence, Kotwali police have
arrested two miscreants for selling psychotropic drugs. The accused have been
identified as Gopalpur (Darri)-based
Narendra Bharia (32) and Agarkhar (Darri)based Komal Rathore (25).
Police have also seized a motorcycle Hero
Honda Splendor Plus (CG 12 AN 2026) and
a bag which contained eight boxes of psy-

Accused with seized psychotropic drugs.
chotropic drug Traumadol, containing 1816
capsules of the brand. The accused failed
to produce valid documents regarding the
drugs and thus, police have registered a case
against them under Section 22 B of NDPS
Act. A Kotwali SHO Durgesh Sharma said
that they had received a tip-off that two
persons having huge quantity of psychotropic drugs were looking for customers.
Taking immediate action, Kotwali Police
reached the spot and arrested both of them.
The campaign will continue in future.

Morning walkers get shock of their life!
■ Our Correspondent
BILASPUR, Apr 16

THE morning walkers and youths unnecessarily roaming on the streets had to face
the music of police on early Thursday morning when the sleuths detained them and
asked them to perform Yoga exercises. Police
also warned them to remain at home and
come out only in case of emergency that
too by wearing masks.
Earlier, Thursday morning turned nightmare for the walkers in city when they
found heavy deployment of police on the
streets intercepting every people particularly the youths roaming unnecessarily on
the roads and performing bike stunts.
It may be noted that after the enforcement of lockdown, police have intensified
patrolling on the streets taking firm action
against people moving unnecessarily on the
streets with no reasonable cause.
Besides seizing the vehicles the sleuths
are also booking such people under Section
188 and violations of Section 144 of IPC.

Fitness freaks being punished by the cops.
Police have appealed the people to maintain social distancing and help the
Government in battling out the widespread
of deadly Coronavirus (COVID-19).

RAIPUR: Raipur Municipal Corporation (RMC) carried out massive sanitisation drive in the wards of Zone-3. The Fire Brigades,
Sanitation Vehicles, Fogging Machines and Sanitation Workers led by Mayor Aijaz Dhebar and MiC members sprayed
disinfectants at Turning Point, Avanti Bai Chowk, LIC Building, Forest Office Chowk, Danteshwari Chowk, Noorani Chowk, BP
Pujari School, Canal Linking Road, Bharat Mata Chowk, Jai Jawan Chowk, Kapoor Hotel, Arch Bridge, Udyog Bhawan, Shyam
Nagar, Marine Drive, and many other alleyways of different localities.
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Two faces as 72 hours complete lockdown begins in Raipur Naqvi enquires about
COVID-19 situation
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

RAIPUR: Women waiting in long queues for withdrawing amounts from Jan Dhan Yojna and Old-age pensions accounts at IDBI Bank branch in Fafadih. (R) Owing to 72 hours
total lockdown imposed by district administration in the capital, people queued up at Daga Petrol pump for filling their vehicles despite the fact that petrol pumps will remain open
as other days during lockdown.
(Pics by Rupesh Yadav)

MUKHTAR
Abbas
Naqvi,
Chairman of Central Waqf Board
(CWB) Council took meeting of
all the State Waqf Board (SWB)
Chairman and took information
on preventive measures taken
during the lockdown period to
avoid spread of Coronavirus.
Salam Rizvi, Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Waqf
Board
informed him about the precautionary measures taken by the
State Government to control the
outbreak of Coronavirus.
He informed that control room
has been set in state and directives have been given regarding
social
distancing
Masjid,
Dargaah, Kabrastan, Idgaah,
Madarsa and other waqf organisations have been advised to
close during the lock down peri-

Salam Rizvi during meeting
through video conferencing.
od. All the State Waqf Boards have
been asked to send advice regarding preparation for upcoming
holy month of Ramzan.
Salam Rizvi informed him
about the fake news allegedly circulated through electronic and
print media regarding a community, which affects the peaceful environment in State.
Chairman of the Central Waqf
Board however specially appreciated the efforts made by State
Waqf Board in preventing the further spread of the virus and in
maintaining social distancing.

Baghel writes to CMs of 16 states offering ‘Virology testing lab requires to follow stringent norms’
is a nuclear-derived
them benefits of ‘Padhai Tunhar Duwar’ ■ Itmethod
for detecting
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

CHIEF Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has written letter to 16 states of
the country offering them to reap
benefit of state’s first of its kind
free of cost online education portal ‘Padhai Tunhar Duwar’ (Study
at Home), developed by
Chhattisgarh School Education
Department for students.
According to Education
Department, the Chief Minister
has written letter to states of
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand,
Himachal
Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Goa,
West Bengal, Assam, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Odisha and Punjab
offering their teachers and students to use the portal for inline

study of the students.
The Chief Minister said in the
letter that schools and colleges
are shut due to lockdown for three
weeks and it had been again
extended till May 3.
No one knows if the lockdown
would be over or not in the near
future. In such circumstances,
students need proper guidance
and study materials. Web portal
of Chhattisgarh cgschool.in is the
first of its kind in the nation to
offer free online education to all
students including students of
outside States.
Students would feel like they
are physically present in the class
by using the online portal for
education, said the Chief Minister
in the letter to the above mentioned States.
Video lecture of all subjects

from class I to 10 have been
uploaded apart from other important information. There would be
live interactive classes. Teachers
would give homework task and
check them online.
The Chief Minister said
that the portal has recorded
65 lakh page views and 6.5 lakh
students have registered themselves. These students are learning from 1.26 lakh teachers registered with the portal, said the
Chief Minister.
Even as the portal at present
has medium of education in Hind,
it is beneficial for students,
said the Chief Minister.
The Chief Minister also assured
these States that the officials of
Chhattisgarh can present demo
to their officials if they are interested in it.

the presence of
specific genetic
material from any
pathogen including
a virus
■ Staff Reporter
RAIPUR, Apr 16

TAKING serious cognisance to
the demands being made for
establishment of COVID-19
Virology testing laboratory in various media and social-media platforms, Dr S L Adile, Director,
Medical Education, Chhattisgarh
said it seems there is a sort of misunderstanding among the people that a test of COVID-19 infection can be carried out alike any
normal pathological test in a normal laboratory.
Dr Adile while trying to remove

this misconception said that
establishment of a COVID-19
Virology testing lab requires to follow stringent norms apart from
availability of trained lab technicians, necessary infrastructure
and ultra-modern imported
machinery.
It is just not a common pathological laboratory, which can be
established anywhere at any point
of time. He said due to such misconception, demands are being
put forth for establishing the same
in all medical college hospitals.
Dr Adile said COVID-19
Virology Confirmation can be
done through various stringent
methods. At first the RNA of the
dead or live Coronavirus is
derived through a special
machine or manually through
several chemical procedures,
which takes 2-3 hours time.
Thereafter, the RNA sample is
processed through refrigerated

Centrifuge Machine and finally
the RNA sample is processed
through Real Time Reverse
Transcription–Polymerase Chain
Reaction (Real Time RT-PCR)
machine, which is one of the most
accurate laboratory methods for
detecting COVID-19.
It is a nuclear-derived method
for detecting the presence of specific genetic material from any
pathogen including a virus.
Dr Adile further added that for
this whole process a special laboratory is required having special kind of infrastructure which
is fixed by Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR). The
whole process is carried out airshield rooms (sanitised from bacteria and viruses) by specialised
doctors and technicians. These
medical personnel are provided
intensive training for complying
with all necessary protocols
required for such tests so as to

ensure that there is no scope for
any error.
Any negligence can lead to
spreading of COVID-19 infection
not only in the room but also in
the environment affecting all
medical personnel working in
that laboratory. This would further become dangerous if it is
spread outside the lab.
Dr Adile further informed
that the central government has
made stringent norms for establishing COVID-19 Virology testing lab and it cannot be established without getting necessary
training, inspection and approval
of ICMR.
Altogether 12-15 equipments
required for COVID-19 Virology
testing, which are manufactured
under compliance of special standards in USA, Germany and
Netherlands and costs around Rs
3 crore and requires 3-6 months
for getting the same imported.

